Isocation: Unknown

Pate: Unknown

The air was cold and frost had sgttled on the land. Winter was eregping in
but gvgn the cold weathgr couldn’t foreg the violgneg of eriminals into
hibgrnation. Within the limits of a small town on thg northgrn countryside we
find two men fighting and arguing with a third in theg ancignt Solathian
language. The two men portraying the assault were drgssed similar likg
soldigrs. Thg man on the reegiving end of the assault was dregssed in rags
but that could havg begegn as a regsult of the assault.

“Tell us where they arg and we'll think abouat Igtting you g0.” Ong of the men
said to the third.

“No [ won't, this is the only way to proteet them.” The third man said to the
two.

They continuegd arguing until a man named Simon camge across and
interrupted them. Simon was Igss than 6ft tall; hg had whitg skin, and short
red hair. tg clothgs werg simpleg. Hlg had wool pants and shirt covered by
buffalo skin to kggp warm. tlis footwgar was unlikeg angthing had sgen at that
timg bat they were an old brown Igather with a solid bottom.

“logave that man along,” Simon said to them.

“This dogsn’t coneern you peasant walk away begforg you regret stopping
here.”



The man’s partner said reiterated the warning and gven then man that was
bging beatgn warngd him to Igave. tHlowgver imon didn’t take to Rindly to
threats and told thg two mgn that hg wasn’t Igaving without thg man that was
being assaulted.

“Jou’vg beggn warngd, now gou arg going to find out why you should have
lgft whegn you had a chancg.”

He walked over to imon and with Igft hand grabbed him by theg opgning of
the neek of his wintgry garb. Simon lookegd down at the assailant’s hand. t
the samg timg thg man’s body shifted and his right hand bggan to swing
toward &imon’s facg.
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Simon ducked down, pulling himsglf out of his buffalo skin coat and struck
the man as hard as heg could in the gentilgs and thegn stood straight up. The
assailant Igt out a loud sergam. This all happgned in a matter of sgeonds,
surprising not only the man that he hit but also his partngr and the third
man.

The sgeond man charged at Simon but again hg was too skilled and too fast.
When heg charged at him, 8imon wegnt down on ong Knegg and gxtended the
other lgg, grabbed the foot of theg man charging and flipped him on his back
and thegn oncg again stood up.

s &imon bggan walking over to the injurgd man heg was callgd to by the two
assailants. This timg the surprisg camg from Simon as theg two men werg now
apright; their ¢yes werg now blood red, their tegth werg now fangs, their
hands now showgd what look likg claws instgad of nails, they were salivating
and growling and their voicgs had changed.

“Jou havg madg the biggest mistake of your lifg and your last.” Ong of them
said in a demonic voicg.

“Run,” the injured man told Simon.
“What,” he turned and asked him.
“Jou havg to run or they will Rill gou.”

He looked at the two men that had segmingly turngd into beasts in front of
his ¢yes and then at the injured man on thg ground.

“I'm not going anywhere!” tlg said to thg man on thg ground. Hig turned back
at the two beasts facing him and took a dgfgnsive stancg dirgetly in front of
the injured man.

The first monster charged at him. &imon stgpped quickly to the Igft out of his
path and thegn just as quickly grabbed him by the back of his collar and



pulling him and slamming him hard onto thg ground. tig reached back
around himsglf and grasped at something. fter dropping the first of the two
he could feel his feet Igave the garth and at this point hg kngw that it was the
other beast that was rgsponsiblg.



e pulled his hand from behind his back and tossed a ropg around the
sgcond eregaturg’s ngek whilg heg was quickly being thrown into the air. g
held on to theg ropge tightly and when heg was thrust into the air the foreg of his
body and the grip on the rope snapped the ngck of the beast. This action
dropped the ergaturg and Simon back to the ground.

When Simon looked back at the creaturg that heg had just Rillegd it no longer
possgssed the samg appgarancg. The man lging dead on theg ground was
now nothing morg than a normal gmpty shell of a person. The other ergaturg
stood up and lookegd at what was his partner and realized that he was gong.

“l am going to make you suffer slowly for what you haveg dong human.”

Oncg again he ran at Simon but this timg instead of just waiting for the
ergature to rgach him, imon charged at him as well. They weregn’t too far
away from ong anothgr but thg short distancg was gnough for them to pick
up good speed. They ran hard and fast. They were about to ecollidg when
dimon jumped into the air, used the eregaturg’s shoulders at a stgpping stong
whilg at theg same timg pushing theg creature faceg down on to the ground.

dimon was very good at obsgrving his surroundings and he had a stratggy
whgn hg took off charging at the other eregature. When the creature fell he
landed facg first onto a couplg of medium sizg rock that normally wouldn’t
posg a danger howgver Simon had madg surg that they would bgecomg Igthal
wgapons. When theg ereature fell, his facg; precisely his nosg hit the rocks
hard with the foree from &imon’s push on his shouldgrs; that the rocks
foreed theg bong in his nosg to brgak and puncture his brain Rilling him
instantly. Oneg again the eregaturg no longer looked likg a ergature but again
the gmpty shell of a man.



Simon turngd to the injured man onee again and this timg was ablg to tgnd to
him without thg worry of an attack.

“Uou arg not likeg the others” the injured man said to imon.
“What arg you talking about?”

“Jou arg unlikg any man that [ have gver known. 9o you realizg what gou’ve
dong?”

“Ugs | Rillegd two eriminals from robbing and Rilling you” &imon told him.

“No you just sgnt two of Lsucifer's dgmons back to hell.” Simon had no idega
what hg mgant by that statgment.

The man introduced himself as Nicodemus and told him who hg was.
Nicodgmus gxplaingd that he was onceg a dgmon and the rulgs that came with
beging who heg was. tHlowgver oneg heg had decided to trg and redgem himsgelf
for the sins hg had committed hg had beecome a target. {dlthough he could
not find a pgrmangnt gscape from hell heg did find a shot altgrnative. tig had
befrignded a sorcerer that could gxtend his lifg on €arth for ong ygar begfore
the spell would wear off and he would be foreed back to faceg Lucifer. It was
thegn that Nicodgmus madg it a vow that he would find somgong that could
carryg on his work and help protect it. tlg had bgen in sgarch of somgong hg
beligved was worthy and who hg beligved ggnuingly wanted to protect
humans from harm. It was thg compassion that hg had shown Nicodgmus as
a complgte stranger that madg theg former dgmon Rngw that this was thg ong
he had bggn looking forl

“Where did gou Igarn how to fight likeg that?

“I didn’t Igarn it angwhere. | can’t gxplain but I'vg alwaygs kKnown how to
fight.”



“You fight likg we do, it’s impossiblg. No human has theg ability to fight like
and anggl or dgmon but for whatgver rgason you can!” He said surprisingly.



Nicodgmus told imon that the two demons that he had Rilled would return
and sgegk regvengg.

“They’re dead, how arg they going to come back?”

“Simon, what gou Rillgd was nothing morg than a host. These demons Killed
theg host and took ovgr their bodigs. (Il you did was temporarily sgnd thegm
back to hell. They will soon bg able to Igave hell again and then they will
inhabit two morg hosts and thgn they will bg coming after both of us.
Howgver if they know wherg we areg they can find us without hosts and if that
happgns they will bg a lot morg powerful than what gou faced.”

“OR so how do I Rill them?” Simon asked.

“Jou can’t. Only ong man on €arth can.”

“Who is he and why is hg thg only ong?”

“tHeg used to beg an anggl. tlis namg is Jericho Whiteg.”
“®0 how do [ Rill ong?”

“Uou don’t understand you can’t, no human bging can. Therg arg only two
ways to Rill a dgmon both of which cannot bg dong by a human. Jegricho was
gmpowered by the Peath Touch and he is the only ong other than the Devil to
havg it. The other is with ong of thesg.”

Nicodgmus showgd him ong of the dwords of Fate. e told Simon that that
thg sword could Rill a demon or an anggl but that only a demon or an anggl
to wigld ong. Thg reason for this is becausg the sword weighed morg than
50,000 tons. In fact all metal from the swords weighed that mueh. The
rgason for that was to gnsure that no ong could use thegm to hurt angong. He
told &imon that all of the wgapons werg taken after the revolt.



“I stolg them from Lucifer’s vault. If we trg and usg theg weapons without
permission then we will dig. &0 I brought thgm hgre to try and find a wag to
usg them.”

“Can | sgeg ong of the swords?”
“There is ong right over therg but remember you won’t be ablg to lift it.”

Simon walked over to the sword, stargd at it for a few sgeconds and then
rgached out for it. He gripped the handlg of the sword and without thinking
about he lifted it off the wall. tig started to wavg it around thg room as if it
were light as a feathger.

“That’s impossiblg!” Nicodemus whispered.

“Nicodgmus,” somgong yellgd as thg door was brokgn down. tlis sanctuary
was no longer a safe haven; they had found him. This timg there werg five
ngw dgmons and they wanted his hgad and the hgad of the human that sgnt
their brothers back to hell.

Without hesitation Simon turngd and charged ong of the dgmons and
uppereat him with the sword. The dgmon fell and the body changed back to
the host that it oneg was but the soul burned and disappgared. The other
degmons couldn’t beligvg what they had sgen. It was a sword of fatg and a
human was wiglding it. They werg surprised that their brother had been
Rillgd but all of them were morg surprised to sge ong of the swords and that a
human had it.

Howgver, as stunngd as they werg this fight wasn’t over. These were
lsucifer's most powerful soldigrs and they beligved that what had happgned
was nothing morg than luck. “flg is nothing morg than a human,” ong of them
thought. Howgver stupidity comes in all forms and with demons somg of
their stupidity can bg cataclysmic.
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[t was only a few sgeond after he h‘éd Rilled the first dgmon that he attacked
the othgrs. Tor a human hg was fast, agile, and skilled unlikg angthing that
Nicodgmus had gver seegn gven by an anggl gxegpt for ong. tlg charged the
othgr dgmons and in no time Rillgd another. tig ran up behind ong of them,
put the sword to his throat and cut his head off.

With thg ngxt demon he dropped thg sword on the floor with theg handlg
regsting on his right foot. When that demon lookgd down, Simon Ricked his
foot upward thrusting the sword through the demon’s facg. There was only
ong dgmon Igft and the fear in his facg was astounding. tg couldn’t beligve
what he had seen.

“I will givg you a choiceg that theg others did not have. You can Igave with
gour lifg or | can takg it, theg choicg is yours.” It took no timge at all for the last
degmon to run out of Nicodgmus’ homg and back to wherg he came.

“Who arg you” Nicodgmus asked.
“I told you who [ am.”

“Uou don’t understand Simon, what gou did is impossiblg. That sword
wgighs morg than anyg human can lift. There are demons and anggls that
cannot lift thgse swords. These swords werg only given to the chosegn few.”

Nicodgmus couldn’t ge¢t his hgad around whom or what this man was. tig
Rngw that hg was spgcial but from what heg could tell hg was nothing morg
than a normal human. Nicodgmus kngw that hg would not bg ablg to find a
permangnt way to stay on €arth and redegm him but hg now kKngw what he
negeded to do.

Hg told Simon that hg would teach him gverything about thg swords of fate
and giveg him the knowledge to forge more. tg would give him all of the
Rnowlgdgg on how to not only makeg swords but how to makeg whatgver he



negeded. There was a condition howegver. The condition is that hg would usge
thgseg wegapons to protect pgopleg against gvil.

“Not only will I usg it to proteet against gvil [ will make surg that [ pass down
gour kRnowlegdge throughout my family from ggngration to gegngration.”



